A NATION IN ARMS                         63
recruit no less proficiently. There are circles designed
for those who wish to qualify as tank operators. Other
circles prepare experts in gas warfare. Still others train
future army aviators.
There are engineering circles where various branches
of army engineering are taught willing applicants.
Special study groups are provided for army telegra-
phers and radio operators. There are courses for those
who would specialize in wartime railroad problems and
in army motor transport.
The citizen soldier is required to put in 75 hours of
military training a year for two years, or 150 hours in
all. Part of each course is devoted to general subjects
in which every soldier must be proficient. The rest is
devoted to the specialty in which each man chooses to
perfect himself. To make the special courses really
specialized, students are admitted in groups of 12 to 18
only.
Each fall the red and civilian armies meet and join
hands. At this season the regular army conducts its
annual maneuvers, in which the citizens army is invited
to join. The citizen soldiers who distinguish themselves
are not infrequently taken from their trades and pro-
fessions and sent to higher military academies or col-
leges to be trained for command in the Red Army.
Those who attain distinction, but are not so honored,
receive other valuable recognition and privileges from
the government.
It is only fair to emphasize that this army of citizen